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FINDING MY 
PURPOSE
MAY 11 & 18
Finding My Purpose 
is designed to take 
you to the next level 
of purpose. You will 
discover the unique 
purpose God has 
for your life and how 
to have the most 
fulfilling life possible. 

Learn more about 
sharing your life 
through ministry  
May 11 & 18,  
6 p.m., Room 138. 

Contact Julie 
Ellis at jellis@
ridgecrestbaptist.org 
or 417.885.5217.

“Growing up, my mom always 
made sure we were in church,” 
Hannah Heinzler says. “She made 
sure our relationship with God was 
authentic.”

The church the Heinzler family 
attended didn’t have a good youth 
program, so “we’d always go to 
Kanukuk Kamps. My parents saw my 
growth there.”

Hannah began attending Ridgecrest 
her senior year of high school. “My 
mom decided we needed to visit 
other churches. Ridgecrest was the 
first place we went. We sat in the 
second pew, left-hand side of the 
Worship Center. We never left.”

Four years later, Hannah is 
graduating from Drury University. 
She has been accepted to attend 
the Kanakuk Institute, a post-grad 
discipleship program. She is one of 
only 80 students allowed for the 
upcoming year. 

On the Cover: HANNAH HEINZLER

“My mom’s focus wasn’t on what 
was easy for me or my siblings but 
what would cause us to grow. She 
wanted to instill in us that it wasn’t 
about what we wanted but that we 
went to the Lord and obeyed Him.”

Ridgecrest, pray that Hannah “will 
always find comfort solely in Jesus 
and in the Truth that His plan for 
my life is perfect. I am unbelievably 
excited for the future seasons of my 
life, but uncertainty occassionally 
bubbles up. Pray that I cling to 
Him during those times instead of 
attempting to take matters into my 
own hands when things are unclear.”

Do you have a prayer request? 
Fill out a yellow prayer card in the 
Worship Center and place it in a 
response box, or call the prayer line  
at 417.887.6484.

SMALL GROUPS
Small Groups are 
continuing the journey 
through the Bible. If 
you are not part of 
a Small Group, visit 
the table in the foyer 
and talk with Christie 
about connecting. 

Through May, we’ll 
discuss “God the 
Judge.” We begin 
with “Deborah, God’s 
Woman of Wisdom.” 
Session 9 is “God 
Makes a Mighty 
Warrior.”

#rbcSmallGroups
Happy Mother’s Day, Moms.



Questions? call . 417.887.2317 . Visit . ridgecrestbaptist.org

YOU LEAD LEADERSHIP PRE-CONFERENCE
JUNE 9, 1-6 P.M., AND JUNE 10, 8 A.M. TO 2:30 P.M.
YOU Lead is a training conference for any woman who leads. Whether you 
work in a corporate office, lead a Small Group, serve in rbcWomen, run a 
business out of your home or feel like God is calling you to start leading, 
YOU Lead is designed to help develop your leadership skills. Be motivated 
and encouraged through experienced speakers and a broad range of 
breakout sessions. Join us at Ridgecrest for this conference on June 9-10, 
the Thursday and Friday before Living Proof Live. You’ll have opportunities to 
network, worship together, ask questions and be trained and equipped to lead 
wherever God has placed you. This is a great conference for your whole team 
to attend. 

Speakers include:
Chris Adams, Senior Lead Women’s Ministry Specialist at LifeWay
Mary Margaret Collingsworth, Event Project Coordinator at LifeWay
Liz Steckel, Young Adult Women’s Director at Prestonwood Baptist Church
Read more about all the guest speakers at lifeway.com/youlead.

Cost is $95 if purchased by itself or $144 if purchased as a bundle with 
Living Proof Live. Learn more about YOU Lead at lifeway.com/youlead.

Read “Pray” by Lenora Grayson to find out more about Living Proof Live.

RBCWOMEN TRUST
WITH JANET BENNETT
MAY 3
rbcWomen 

rbcWomen Trust with Janet Bennett 
is May 3 at 6 p.m. Janet will be 
encouraging women to trust Christ 
daily and to share that trust with 
others. 

Bring your friends. Bring an item for 
a potluck supper. Join us on  
May 3 for an evening of learning 
more about our Anchor. 

Free tickets are available in the 
foyer or at the receptionist desk, 
M-F. Contact Christie Schrader at 
cschrader@ridgecrestbaptist.org.

RIDGEKIDS PRESCHOOL
RidgeKids Preschool is now 
enrolling for fall for infants through 
pre-kindergarteners. Enrollment is 
open to the community. 

Call the Preschool office at 
417.885.5222 to enroll or for more 
information. 



Christine Vaughan’s role as Childcare Coordinator is comprised of scheduling 
childcare options during special events or conferences and evaluating beneficial 
staff placement within the times their services become available. 

Christine has been a member at Ridgecrest for upwards of 20 years and for eight of 
those she has served at RidgeKids.

Her prayer for her new position is that her team is able to “represent Jesus to these 
children and their families in a way that leads them closer to Him and that every child 
that walks through the door feels the love of Christ.” 

introducing // written + compiled by hannah heinzler

“It’s so nice to be back home,” gushes 
worship pastor Rich Langston. He first 
attended Ridgecrest when he was just a few 
years old and known then as “Little Richie.”

Now a bit bigger, Rich’s prayer as worship 
pastor is the “discernment of the worship-
related needs of the congregation and how to 
meet those needs.”

He goes on to say, “the massive amount of 
musical talent that I get to work with makes 
my job way easier than it rightfully should be. 
I am having the time of my life, and I am so 
grateful. “

INTRODUCING:
DUKE CARLISLE,
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
With an extensive career in production 
and media, as well as a membership at 
Ridgecrest for 16 years, Duke Carlisle is 
utilizing his knowledge and talents as the 
new technical director for the church. 

He elaborates on his job specifications 
saying, “anything related to lighting, 
sound, video and tech personnel will be 
my responsibility, as well as maintaining, 
repairing and replacing equipment as the 
need arises.”

Duke’s prayer for his time in his new 
position is “to see God work through the 
tech department to make the information 
Pastor Chad presents and teaches to the 
church is as clear as possible, as well as 
guidance in leading the tech team.” 

INTRODUCING: 
RICH LANGSTON, 
WORSHIP PASTOR

INTRODUCING:
CHRISTINE VAUGHAN,
CHILDCARE 
COORDINATOR





NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
JUNE 5 OR JUNE 22
If you have recently signed up to become 
a member of Ridgecrest, the next New 
Member Orientation is Sunday, June 5, 
11:30 a.m., or Wednesday, June 22, 6 p.m. 
Either option meets in Room 138. 

During the Orientation, Brad Bennett, 
evangelism/assimilation minister, will talk 
through many different aspects of what it 
means to be a member of Ridgecrest and  
other need-to-know information, such as:

Why do we have elders? What 
decisions do they make? What 
decisions do church members vote 
on?

What does it mean to be saved? How 
does one know he/she is saved?

What makes Ridgecrest a Southern 
Baptist church? How is that different 
from other denominations? 

What resources does Ridgecrest offer 
to help one grow in his/her faith and to 
connect with other believers?

New Member Orientation is required for 
church membership for anyone in 7th grade 
or older. 

Contact Rosetta Akers at 417.885.5216 
or rakers@ridgecrestbaptist.org for more 
information about this Next Steps class. 

Questions? call . 417.887.2317 . Visit . ridgecrestbaptist.org

RIDGECREST NIGHT AT 
THE BALLPARK  MAY 25
Take me out the ball game ... Tickets for 
the Springfield Cardinals game on May 25 
at 6:30 p.m. will go on sale beginning May 1 
at the receptionist desk. Seats are located 

behind the dugout. We have reserved 250 of them. Tickets are $10, each, and will 
also be sold Wednesday Night, May 4. Any remaining tickets will be available for 
purchase at the receptionist desk, M-F. Write checks payable to “Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church.” Tickets are required for anyone 4+ years old.

Ridgecrest t-shirts will also be available for purchase at this time. Please note that 
regular Wednesday Night services will not meet on May 25.

YOUNG AT HEART  MAY 17
Senior adults, join motorcycle stunt rider 
Brad Bennett on May 17 at 6 p.m. for 
Young at Heart. 

In addition to being on staff at Ridgecrest 
as our evangelism/assimilation minister, 
Brad is President and Founder of Real 
Encounter Outreach, which is made up of 
professional athletes and ministers in the 
area of Moto Stunting, Street Bike Stunting 
and BMX Bike Stunt Team. You may have 
seen them on “America’s Got Talent.”

Cost is $5. Tickets will be available in the 
foyer on May 8 and May 15. Meal is sloppy 
joes, a vegetable and cookies. It will be 
served in the FC, while the program will 
be in the parking lot. Contact Julie Ellis at 
jellis@ridgecrestbaptist.org.



GLOBAL IMPACT  
FUND PARTNERS + 
GO MISSIONS MAGAZINE

Ridgecrest, thank you for your 
faithful giving to the Global 
Impact Fund. Because of your 
giving, we are currently able to 
help support seven ministries 
and missionaries. To read more 
about how the GIF is used, 
pick up a copy of the 2016 
GO Missions Magazine at the 
Welcome Centers. When giving 
to this fund, write “missions” on 
your check or giving envelope.

Visit our GO 
Missions Center 
to find this year’s 
mission projects, 
prayer updates and 
mission resources.

MONTREAL 
MISSIONS  
COMMITMENT 
DEADLINE  MAY 4

The commitment deadline for 
our Aug. 30-Sept. 6 Montreal 
mission team is May 4. There 
will be a team meeting that 
night at 5 p.m.  

Though we encourage all members to pray for our teams, we invite you to be part of 
our missions prayer team by emailing Julie Hinton at jhinton@ridgecrestbaptist.org. 

FAMILY MISSION 
ADVENTURE 
INFORMATIONAL 
MEETING  MAY 22

Want to learn more about our 
Family Mission Adventure?  
Join us for an informational 
meeting on May 22, 5 p.m., 
in Room 138, to learn more 
about our Aug. 3-7, 2016, 
mission team that will be 
serving with our Global 
Impact Fund partner, Kansas 
Woori Church, in Overland 
Park, Kansas.

PRAYING FOR 
OUR ADOPTED
UNREACHED 
PEOPLE GROUPS
•  Visit the GO Missions Center for prayer magnets and 
information about the two people groups Ridgecrest has 
adopted.

• Take time each day to pray that these groups will have the 
opportunity to hear and respond to the Good News of Jesus.

MISSION TRAINING DAY #2  JUNE 4

Anyone planning to go on a Ridgecrest mission project is 
required to attend one Mission Training Day. The next is  
June 4, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch and snacks provided. Register 
with James Copeland, jcopeland@ridgecrestbaptist.org. 



COMMISSIONING: GARY AND MELINDA LANGE

Gary and Melinda Lange will be serving with our Global Impact Fund partner, 
Renaissance Church, in Montreal, Canada, for two months this summer. We are 
so excited to send them out on mission. Pray for Gary and Melinda as they build 
relationships, share Jesus and serve the church in Montreal. It is with great joy 
that we send them out, expecting God to do great things.

Questions? call . 417.887.2317 . Visit . FACEBOOK.COM/RIDGECRESTMISSIONS

COMMISSIONING: 
ADRIANNA BAGBY

Adrianna Bagby will be serving for 
one month this summer in Bangkok, 
Thailand, sharing the Gospel with the 
deaf, as well as bringing compassion to 
those caught in the sex industry. Pray for 
the Lord to use Adrianna and those with 
her in a powerful way. We are so excited 
to send her out, and we can’t wait to hear 
all that the Lord does.

FAMILY FUN DAY AT JEFFRIES  MAY 14

Family Fun Day at Jeffries Elementary is May 14. This 
neighborhood block party outreach is another fun opportunity to 
share your life through ministry. 

Volunteers will oversee booths for popcorn, cotton candy, snow 
cones, games, crafts and VBS registration. Real Encounter will 
be there to perform stunts and share the Gospel. 

The event is 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., but volunteers need to arrive by 
8 a.m. to pray for the event and those families attending and to 
set up the Fun Day. Wear a Ridgecrest t-shirt, if possible. 

To volunteer for this outreach event, contact James Copeland at 
jcopeland@ridgecrestbaptist.org.

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO GO 
FULL-TIME AS A MISSIONARY? 
TALK TO US. WE CAN HELP YOU 
GET STARTED.



James Copeland is married to 
Abi and is dad to Anabelle, Mya 
and Brock. Read more about his 
family at www.copeland5inmtl.
wordpress.com.

Photos by Angela Kincade.

In March of this year, Ridgecrest sent out three mission teams 
to three very different parts of the world. A team of 31 students 
and adults went to El Salvador, a team of 16 served in Ukraine 
and four made the journey to Southeast Asia to serve among our 
adopted unreached people groups, the Phunoi and the Akha. It 
is so exciting to see so many going on mission, seeing firsthand 
how God is at work in different parts of the world. These teams 
came back sharing story after story of how God was at work 
and how their hearts were deeply impacted and changed by 
the experience. We rejoice that the Good News of Jesus was 
preached, shared in conversations and demonstrated through 
actions. 

In the midst of the joy of going, there is also fear. Fear of the 
“unknown,” and the “what-if’s.” 

Questions like:
What if I don’t know what to say?
What if I don’t have enough money to go?
What if there is danger?
What if I am rejected?

These questions can cripple us and take us down a path of fear 
and silence. While in Southeast Asia, our team found out our 
driver was giving reports about us to his boss. Questions arose 
about why we were there and reports were given that we were 
not simply a tour group, but we were “spreading religion.” Our 
missionary partner asked us to be very cautious during our time 
in the villages, so as not to bring more suspicions. If questions 
were to continue to arise, it could make it very difficult for the 
missionary family to remain in the country. 

This was tough news to hear. Our team was so excited to begin 
sharing in the homes and villages about an almighty, Creator 
God, who had sent His Son Jesus to earth. How could we do that 
now? As we drove into the mountains, fear and doubt began to 
plague my thoughts. As I prayed, I sensed the Lord reminding 
me to fix my eyes on Him, trust Him with the unknown and 
press in to prayer for these villages throughout this trip. In the 
middle of the unknown, God brought peace. As we prayed, we 
saw God open many doors for future work to be done in the 

by JAMES COPELAND, missions and college pastor

villages. We were welcomed in with open arms and invited to 
come back again. We are trusting God and confident our time 
there was not in vain and that He is work. 

As we look ahead and face the unknown, God calls us to step 
out in faith, with full trust in Him. As we step forward, our faith 
grows. That’s the crazy thing about faith and obedience, they 
grow as we practice them. As we step out in faith to share the 
Gospel with a friend, our faith grows. As we respond to God’s 
call to give generously, our faith grows. As we trek to the far side 
of the world to share the Gospel, our faith grows. JC

Trusting 
God 
into the 
Unknown



has been three 
years since I 
felt the Lord 
calling me to the 
mission field, two 
since I first went 
to El Salvador 
and zero seconds 
since I have felt 
overwhelmingly 
blessed that our 

Lord calls us to very specific paths in each 
of our lives. 

When I first felt the Lord calling me to El 
Salvador long term, I felt crazy. I thought 
to myself there was no possible way God 
was actually calling me: the unqualified, 
the flawed, the unprepared. Truth be told, 
God qualifies us, we are made perfect in 
Him and He prepares us in all aspects for 
His glory. 

During each trip to El Salvador, I have 
been taught something new. I came out of 
my first week with a sneak peek of what 
God has in store for my life after college, 
but I was left with the questions of what I 
would do during college and what my life 
in El Salvador will look like. What should 
I major in? How will I communicate 

by SAVANNAH THRASHER

photos KARLA THRASHER
photos RILEY McCULLOUGH

with the people once I get there? Where 
will I stay? Just about every question a 
worrisome 15-year-old girl might think. 

However, I am a firm believer our God 
has the best sense of humor. He left me 
waiting and wondering, semi-patiently, 
for exactly one year until I returned to 
the country that feels like home. On my 
second trip, I taught a small group of 
children Bible stories, and I felt as if the 
Lord was snapping His fingers in my face. 
It was as if He was saying, “Pay attention! 
This is it!” 

I remember my hands shaking with 
excitement. God had given me the ability 
to speak Spanish, to communicate with 
the friends I had met the year before. I 
have spent the past year learning a lot 
(my math teacher may say otherwise, 
though). I have been learning Spanish 
more and more, learning which college 
would be best for me, which major will aid 
my life in El Salvador the most and also 
give me job security once I return to the 
U.S., whenever that may be. 

God has revealed these answers to me 
in a multitude of ways throughout the 
course of the past 365 days or so. What 

I was not sure about was all the technical 
details. Trip number three brought nothing 
but answers and reminders of sweet truths. 
Walter Solorzano, a man who has spent all 
three trips with our team in El Salvador 
works as a translator and bondservant to 
Christ. He and his sweet family bless our 
team immensely just because they love the 
Lord. As I was talking with Walter’s wife, 
Nory, and son, Kenneth, and telling them 
how the Lord was calling me to teach in El 
Salvador, they were ecstatic. Immediately, 
Nory offered that I could stay with them, 
saying I was part of their family, and she 
would not have it any other way. How 
unfathomably blessed can I get? 

God is on the move in these people’s hearts. 
All this goes to show how sweet the people 
of El Salvador are and how our God never 
ever forgets about us, He is just preparing 
our perfectly-made paths. ST 

It

EL SALVADOR



by ANGELA KINCADE + photos

An important thing I am 
learning about faith is that 
you don’t have to have all of 
the answers. When I gave 
my “Yes” to go to Southeast 
Asia, I didn’t even know what 
country I would be going to. I 
had no idea just how long and 
far the journey would be. I had 
not considered the possibility 
of snakes, rats and spiders. I 
didn’t know exactly who all 
would be going or the work 
we would be doing. With faith 
like a child, feeling God had 
written it on my heart to go, I 
simply said, “Yes, Lord.” 

Some would say, “How brave 
and courageous!” Others, I am 
sure thought, “How crazy!” 
But I am learning following 
hard after Jesus will not 
always be predictable, easy 
or comfortable. And others 
simply may not understand. 
However, I am certain when 
we walk closely in obedience, 
we can face the great unknown 
with a deep sense of peace-
filled adventure, one that can 
override any fear seeking to 
hinder what God has planned.

Although we walked through 
spectacular jungles, slept 
in primitive huts in the 
wilderness and crossed rivers 

on handmade, woven bridges, 
the things I had feared, 
were not even on the radar. 
If there were snakes and 
rats, I never saw them. One 
lonely spider came into view, 
simply to remind me of God’s 
faithfulness. All the rest, were 
held at bay. 

Throughout the journey, God’s 
Word hidden in my heart 
rose to my awareness with 
impeccable timing. Perfect 
peace would flood my being 
as I recited Isaiah 26:3, “You 
keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on you, 
because he trusts in you.” It 
works for “him,” but also for 
“her.” Both the Old and New 
Testament are consistent in 
the fact we are not alone. 

Joshua 1:9 states, “Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be 
frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your 
God is with you wherever you 
go.” 

In Matthew 28:20 Jesus said, 
“And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 

Great courage and bravery 
came with the realization that 

I am not alone, and if you are 
in Christ, neither are you. 

From my experience, a heart 
cultivated to go and do hard 
things comes from three 
Truths: 

1) Time spent daily in God’s 
Word reminding us of the 
unwavering character of God
2) Knowing, believing and 
holding fast to the promises of 
God’s Word
3) Through a willing, humble, 
and sincere heart turned to 
God in prayer

These practical spiritual 
disciplines help align our 
heart with God’s will and give 
us the confidence needed to 
be obedient. Any courage and 
bravery we try to muster up 
in our own strength is short 
lived and soon fizzles. But God 
in His great faithfulness is 
good to give us what we need, 
not before we need it or after 
we need it, but right when 
we need it. He knows exactly 
what we need before we can 
even ask.

Time spent in Southeast Asia, 
has left me with a greater 
sense of courage and bravery 
to go and do all God has called 

Southeast Asia:

An important 
thing I am 
learning about 
faith is that 
you don’t 
have to have 
all of the 
answers.

Courage and Bravery



me to do. Knowing what I 
know now, I would go and do 
it all over again! I pray God 
will give you the courage to 
step out in faith to “go and 
make disciples,” whether here 
or across deep oceans. Great 
adventure awaits all who are 
willing to follow Christ by 
obeying His commandment 
to “Go.” Where might God be 
calling you to go, to lead or to 
serve with gladness? AK

Courage and Bravery

Read the beginning of Angela’s 
story in the March 2016 newsletter.



Ukraine
mission trip



by MADI BARRON

by HALLIE HEINZLER

have never 
known what 
it feels like 
to be without 
the love of a 
mother and a 
father. 

In March, a 
team of 16 
people from 

Ridgecrest went and served orphans 
and their caretakers in Rzhyshchiv, 
Ukraine. 

God equipped the team with many 
strengths and talents, allowing the 
team to divide and conquer. One group, 
the men, spent their time and energy 
in the attic of The Renewal Center, 
preparing the space to welcome more 
kids into the home. Another group also 
spent the majority of their time at The 
Renewal Center and ministered and 
served the 10 kids and three caretakers 
who reside there. The third group drove 
hours in all directions to meet and love 
on kids in state orphanages. 

The orphanages varied in condition, 
but one thing was always the same – 
the children. The kids ranged in ages 

from seven to 18, each with a personal, often heartbreaking, 
story. Though the children welcomed us into their homes, 
they were curious as to why we came to see them. They 
enjoyed having visitors and were happy to receive the fruit 
we brought (some kids had never tried a banana), but the 
real reason we came to see them was to share the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Through a pantomime skit, the Gospel was 
shared. The skit had no words, only actions, yet the Holy 
Spirit moved.

The Bible tells in Romans 12:10 to, “Love one another 
with brotherly affection,” and let me tell you, when you’re 
surrounded by these precious children, that isn’t hard. 
They craved love and affection, something that was easy to 
give even with a very present language barrier. 

In the children’s lives, there may not be certainty or 
stability while living in an orphanage, but God’s love is 
constant. The love of God doesn’t abide by cultural norms 
or languages. Because of this, we were able to go to these 
children in the name of Jesus, to show them His love.

My prayer is that that each of these children can find 
their forever family so they can feel the love of a mother 
and a father. But more than that, my prayer is that each 
child living without a family can find comfort and hope in 
knowing they always have the love of The Father. HH

The main orphanage we worked at is 
called the Renewal Center and was 
started by a church. It is run by godly 
women who love the kids and make sure 
to instill the word of God in the kids 
through nightly Bible studies and prayer 
times.

Most of our service was done at the 
Renewal Center and they had an 
unfinished fourth floor. The Ridgecrest 
men worked hard all week to finish the 
project but were not able to complete it. 
After we left, a Ukrainian youth pastor 
took a team and finished the job. The 
Christian people I met in Ukraine were 
all very kind and generous, which was 
very eye-opening to me personally.

Also, we served in a Baptist church in 
the capital led by International Mission 
Board (IMB) missionaries from the U.S. 
It was very encouraging to see how they 
were impacting so many lives in an 
area heavily influenced by the Russian 
Orthodox church. 

One of my favorite parts of the trip was 
getting to meet Anna, a teenager my 
family hopes to adopt. I had never met 
her in person, so it was really fun to know 
her better and spend lots of time with her.

Overall, the trip was amazing, and I loved 
building many relationships through long 
layovers and many long car rides. I will 
always have a heart for the people of 
Ukraine, and I hope someday I can go 
back! MB

I

I

     went on a mission trip to Ukraine 
over Spring Break back in March. It was 
an amazing experience, and I was able 
to create many lasting bonds. One of 
the kids I bonded most with has a story 
that is a perfect example of how God is 
working there. 

His name is Dima, and he is seven. When 
he was three, his life was traumatized by 
alcoholism and severe domestic violence. 
When he first went to live at his current 
orphanage, he didn’t even speak for two 
months. Three years later, I was able to 
observe him worship the Lord happily and 
passionately through singing and prayer. 
Not only has his life been transformed 
from oppressed to hopeful, he also has a 
strong, Christian family fighting to adopt 
him right now.

There is definitely an orphan crisis in 
Ukraine and that, along with war, has 
caused a dark oppression to fall over the 
people there. But it is very evident where 
the light of God is shining. 

photos DONNA RICHARD



417.885.5213 | rbckids@ridgecrestbaptist.org

/rbcKids @rbckids65807

Joyful Noise is for kids in 1st – 6th 
grade and meets on Wednesday 
nights, 5:30-6:15 p.m. on Children’s 
Hall.

rbckids choir joyful noise

Performing Arts Camp is July 25 
through July 29. Registration is 
available at ridgecrestbaptist.org/
kids.

performing arts camp

family mission adventure

Family Mission Adventure info 
meeting is May 22. We’ll be 
working with Kansas Woori 
Church in Overland Park, Kansas.



Small Groups meet Sundays 
at 8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and  
11:30 a.m. Join us for Bible 
study, music, activities and 
fun! Check in at the Preschool 
Hall lobby or Children’s Hall. 
Preschoolers (infants-PreK) are 
invited to stay with us both 
hours so their families can 
participate in Small Groups 
and worship. Elementary 
students attend one hour of 
Small Groups and one hour of 
worship with their families.

Sunday Morning Small Groups

Kids, join the fun as we study our 
Bibles, play super fun games and 
enjoy other special activities.

Wednesdays, 6-7:30 p.m. Check-
in begins at 5:45 p.m. in the 
Preschool Hall Lobby or Children’s 
Hall, Room C10. 

KidsQuest Jr. is for Infants through 
Pre-Kindergartners and meets on 
the Preschool Hall while parents 
attend a Bible study on campus. 
KidsQuest is for Kindergarteners 
through 6th graders and meets on 
the Children’s Hall. Bring a friend.

Bible Drills: Church Drill is 
April 6, 6:30-7:30 p.m., in 
C11; Association Drill is April 
10, 5 p.m., in the Chapel; 
State Drill is April 30 at 
Macedonia Baptist.

This summer, June 12-16 at 
6 p.m., VBS takes kids on an 
adventure like no other, deep 
within the mysterious sea. As 
kids submerge themselves in 
God’s Word, they will discover 
Jesus didn’t see what was 
on the outside of people. He 
looked deep down on the 
inside. 

VBS is for Kids entering 
Kindergarten (fall 2016) 
through completed 6th grade.

Registration begins May 1 at 
ridgecrestbaptist.org/vbs.

coming this summer
VBS, June 12-16; FREE

CentriKid, July 13-16; $200 per camper

Performing Arts Camp, July 25-29; $50 

Family Mission, August 4-7



 

 

 
 

Calendar Stuff 

QUESTIONS? 

Email Pat Findley, our Student Pastor, at 
pat@ridgecrestbaptist.org or call 417.885.5273  

Like us on Facebook or 
 follow us on Twitter @rbcstudents. 

SUMMER 2016 BIG EVENTS 
June 5th-8th 

SERVE SPRINGFIELD  Cost: $35 
Partner with other local churches , connecting with our com-

munity while serving others in Jesus’ name! 
(students go home each night & return each morning) 

June 20th-24th 
CENTRIFUGE CAMP 

Amazing week of camp at SW Baptist University in 
Bolivar, MO.  Cost $225  

 Spots still open!  Scholarships are available 

August 4th-7th—Save the Dates! 
Family Mission Adventure 

Return trip to KC in partnership with rbcKids! 

July 6th-9th  
   SERVE KANSAS CITY  
Estimated Cost: $200-$250 

Students will be helping to connect a Korean Church 
plant with other Korean families by teaching and lead-
ing classes for kids ages 3-12. This mission will also 
include cultural learning opportunities and hands-on 
ministry and evangelism. 

Congratulations 
SENIOR CLASS OF 2016 

We’re proud of your accomplishments! 

Midweek Summer After Parties 
Come and be a part of our fun! 

WHAT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHEN/WHERE: Wednesdays during the summer 
after Midweek from 7:30-9pm, depending on the 
weather, at locations TBA! 
 

HOW MUCH: Never more then $5 per student 
 

Parents: Go “Like” us on Facebook @ rbcStudents 
and watch our posts for more information on all 
upcoming activities. 

July 24th-26th 
CANOE TRIP 

(Details/Cost TBA!) 

Email Pam Gaunt at pam@ridgecrestbaptist.org to register for all  events 

 Laser Tag 
 Dodgeball 
 Bowling 
 Andy’s 
 Mini Golf 
 Finger Rockets 
 Capture the Flag 
 Ultimate Frisbee 
 Pineapple Whip 
 Go Karts 
 Bubble Sports 



HOUSE 
BLEND
HOUSE 
BLEND

 BE STRONG 
AND COURAGEOUS 

AND AWAKE
TEENAGERS, IF YOU ARE  
NOT PART OF THE STUDENT 
MINISTRY, WE HOPE TO 
MEET YOU SUNDAY. 

SUNDAYS     in    the    FC  
at 8:30 a.m. 

small 
groups

midweek
wednesdays, 6-7:30 p.m.

jr. high: join us in the fc.

SR. high: join us in the FC. 

JOIN US WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AS WE 
MAKE A FEW EXTRA STOPS ON THE 
SCENIC ROUTE OF THE GOSPEL PROJECT 
JOURNEY. APRIL: “GOD THE SAVIOR.” 
WE’LL BE IN JOSHUA.

      or 10 a.m. 

/rbcstudents

PAT FINDLEY NIC GOODIN PAM GAUNT

Student
Pastor

Student
Associate

Student
Assistant



Commit your work to the Lord, and 
your plans will be established.

Proverbs 16:3, ESV

Garrett Bacon
Nixa High School
Plans to attend Missouri State University 
on an academic scholarship and hopes to 
major in education. 

Julia Bennett
Homeschool
Plans to attend OTC before transferring 
to another college to major in education. 
She hopes to have a career in education 
and ministry.

Cooper Berg
Ozark High School
Plans to study pre-engineering at OTC 
for two years before transferring to 
Missouri State University to major in 
engineering.

Not pictured: Ryan Cape, Kole RabY, Kya Wilson.

Graduating
Seniors

congratulations to each of you. we are cheering you on, always.



Mikayla Botkin
Republic High School
Plans to attend University of Missouri - 
Columbia. 

Gabriella Bratanov
Kickapoo High School
Plans to attend Drury University and 
major in finance.

Zach Bryngelson
Nixa High School

James Copeland
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
Master of Theological Studies
Plans to serve in full-time, cross-cultural 
ministry.

Morgan Copeland
Nixa High School
Plans to attend College of the Ozarks 
on a volleyball scholarship to pursue a 
degree in physical therapy.

Stephanie Davis
Homeschool
Plans to major in art education at College 
of the Ozarks.

Parker Dent
Nixa High School
Plans to play baseball in college while 
earning his degree.

Audrey Engelman
Nixa High School
Plans to attend Drury University and 
play volleyball with a double major 
in occupational therapy and Spanish. 
Hopes to work with kids with special 
needs and go on medical missions. 

Jesse Farrales
Nixa High School

PHOTOS BY LOGAN PYLE



Blake Ferguson
Nixa High School
Plans to major in small business 
management. 

Alyson Goodale
Kickapoo High School
Plans to attend University of Missouri - 
Columbia and play soccer while studying 
biology/pre-med. 

Jimmy Gove, Jr.
Republic High School
Plans to major in elementary education 
at Missouri State University.

Emily Griffith
Republic High School
Plans to attend Evangel University 
to play soccer and major in art or art 
education.

Emma Hale
New Covenant Academy
Plans to attend Southwest Baptist 
University and major in biology to 
become a pediatric ophthalmologist  
and do medical mission work. 

Hannah Heinzler
Drury University, Bachelor of Arts
Advertising & Public Relations 
Plans to attend the Kanakuk Institute, a 
yearlong graduate discipleship program 
in Branson. 

Casen Hightower
Kickapoo High School
Plans to attend Pittsburg State University 
in Kansas to major in health, human 
performance and recreation with hopes 
of becoming a football coach. 

Bailey Hinkle
Nixa High School
Plans to attend College of the Ozarks to 
enroll in their new engineering program 
and major in mechanical or general 
engineering. 

Bryce Holleman
Ozark High School
Plans to attend OTC. 



Daniel Johns
Kickapoo High School
Plans to attend Missouri State University.

Zaria Johnson Brett Linville
Nixa High School
Plans to attend Missouri State University 
and major in wildlife conservation and 
management with a minor in military 
science through ROTC. 

Taylor Miller
Kickapoo High School
Plans to major in special needs education 
at Missouri State University.

Emily Pankiewicz
New Covenant Academy
Plans to minor in Spanish and “follow 
whatever plans God has for me.” 

Stephen “Miles” Richardson
Nixa High School
Plans to attend Texas A&M to pursue a 
degree in veterinary medicine.

Bailey Sisco
Nixa HIgh School
Plans to major in anthropology and 
spanish at Missouri State University.

Brittany Thompson
Republic High School
Plans to attend OTC for two years 
through A+ Scholarship Program.  

Hailey Whorton
Republic High School
Plans to major in biology at  
Missouri State University.



How will you embrace 
your grander vision?

DR. TRAVIS 
BRADBERRY

BILL  
HYBELS

ALAN 
MULALLY

BISHOP T.D. 
JAKES

HORST 
SCHULZE

MELINDA 
GATES

ERIN 
MEYER 

WILFREDO 
DE JESÚS 

DANIELLE 
STRICKLAND

CHRIS 
MCCHESNEY

JOSSY 
CHACKO

JOHN C. 
MAXWELL 

PATRICK 
LENCIONI 

Join an expected 305,000 leaders from 125 countries  
who are committed to transforming their communities.

More than an event, the Summit is a resource to be leveraged for community transformation.  
Leaders are discovering that by attending the Summit and utilizing its content and tools, their teams  
are increasing their impact. In fact, independent research shows that 83% of leaders who attended  

the Summit in consecutive years feel improved teamwork, increased job satisfaction and productivity.

REGISTER TODAY AT WILLOWCREEK.COM/SUMMIT

twitter.com/wcagls | facebook.com/wcagls | instagram.com/wcagls | followthegls.com

Early Bird Rate for Ridgecrest attendees is $89 by July 12. Promo codes available for 
Ridgecrest attendees, military/students/under resourced church leaders. Contact us at 
417.887.2317. Register locally at ridgecrestbaptist.org. August 11-12 , Worship Center.



The 

usuals

Small Groups
Sundays, 10 a.m.

Remington’s, #b2

serving brick & mortar coffee.

and doughnuts. and friends.

midweek Small Groups
Wednesdays, 6 p.m.

Room #140

JCOPELAND@RIDGECRESTBAPTIST.ORG /rbcyoungadults

@rbcyoungadultJAMES COPELAND: 417.885.5276

rbcCollege desires to meet 
the needs of college students, 
twentysomethings and young 
adults. We are passionate 
about Scripture and utilize 
opportunities on Sunday 
morning and Wednesday nights 
to study and apply it to our lives. 
We believe what you believe 
about God determines the way 
you will live. We desire to make 
disciples in Springfield and 
around the world.

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED.

The Not-
So-Usuals

Want to receive weekly 

rbcCollege email updates? Email 

James Copeland at jcopeland@

ridgecrestbaptist.org. 

WANT TO RECEIVE WEEKLY RBCCOLLEGE EMAIL 
UPDATES? TAG. YOU’RE IT. EMAIL JAMES COPELAND 
AT JCOPELAND@RIDGECRESTBAPTIST.ORG. 



SPRINGFIELD, MO
JUNE 10-11, 2016 | JQH ARENA

BETH MOORE
TRAVIS COTTRELLWORSHIP BY

Starting at $59
LIFEWAY.COM/LIVINGPROOF |  800.254.2022

Events subject to change without notice. Sales tax applied to event cost, if applicable.



What
do we do when God calls us to the thing 
we feel least equipped to accomplish? 
It is in this place of unworthiness and 
feeling ill-equipped that we must be 
totally dependent on Him and have the 
faith to believe He alone has to do the 
work in and through us. I love that this 
is the place where His glory alone is the 
focus.

I received a call last summer from a representative at Lifeway 
asking me to pray about being involved in praying for the 
leadership of Living Proof Live with Beth Moore that is coming 
to Springfield in June. As God in His sovereignty would have 
it, He placed a beautiful friend of mine from Bible Study 
Fellowship (BSF) small group in the role as City Coordinator for 
the event. She asked to meet and talk about me being involved 
on the team. Her mentor had suggested that filling the Prayer 
Coordinator role first would be beneficial, and this was the role 
she felt like the Lord had placed on her heart for me. As we 
sat down to discuss all of the roles, prayer was the last place I 
saw myself leading. To be honest, prayer has always been my 
most neglected spiritual discipline. I didn’t see prayer modeled 
in my home growing up. After being saved at the age of 20, I was 
never discipled or taught how to pray. In the busyness of being 
a physical therapy school student, a pastor’s wife, a working 
mom, and all of the chaos that comes along with those roles, my 
prayer life had been neglected for many years. So why had the 
Lord, just a few short years ago, burdened my heart for the lack 
of urgency in my prayer life? Because His ways are far above 
our ways, and His plans far better than our plans. He uses our 
weaknesses to display His power. 

Prayer. It’s not just a thing. It is THE thing. We know that 
prayer is the place where we seek the heart of God for the 
power that will equip us for the work He has called us to. Yet, 
in our busyness, we disregard the importance of this essential 
discipline of our faith. Even the disciples had to ask Jesus to 
teach them how pray. So join me in asking God how to pray. 
And who to pray for. We see throughout Scripture where prayer 
changed the heart of God. Remember the prayers of Abraham to 
spare the few righteous that remained in Sodom and Gomorrah? 
And Moses asking the Lord to change His mind about wiping 
out the Israelites in the midst of their disobedience and creating 

a new nation through Moses instead? I know each of us can 
picture someone who is either in the fire of suffering, far away 
from God or who does not yet know Jesus as Savior. Each of 
these ladies would benefit greatly from a weekend of the living 
Word and worship in power and truth. Who knows, God may use 
your prayer to change the course of her life. 

The more people we have praying means the more people we 
have lifting up thanks to God and glorifying Him. We would love 
for you to join in our efforts for LPL Springfield. We invite men 
and women alike to join us at JQH Arena on June 9 at 9 a.m. 
for a special prayer gathering where we will place handwritten 
Scripture cards in each of the arena’s 9,000 seats and work on 
a surprise for the attendees as they enter the arena. From the 
heart of your pastor’s wife, I want to personally thank those 
of you who have been such a help in this endeavor with the 
many Scripture cards you have written and prayed over. We 
are believing God to do abundantly more than we could ask or 
imagine. LG

Pray

Lenora Grayson is married 
to Pastor Chad and is mom 
to Annlee, Deuce and 
Asher.  

by LENORA GRAYSON



/ridgecrestbaptist @WeAreRidgecrest

ridgekids spring program

ridgekids spring program

ridgekids spring program

young at heart // april

topstitchers // april

share your life through ministry // topstitchers
in april, topstitchers worked on bedrolls to 
be given to the homeless by bikers for christ; 
lap quilts for area nursing homes; shorts to be 
given to big brothers and sisters by newborns in 
need; and other baby items for newborns in need. 
to be part of this group or to learn more about 
donating quilts, batting or sheets for bedrolls, 
contact pat at 417.830.3032.



ridgekids spring program

ridgekids spring program

young at heart // april

grow together in faith // small groups
the lauderdale small group recently 
hosted a tea party for the women in 
the class, complete with a photo booth 
overseen by dianne peck. if you are not 
connected to a small group, visit christie 
at the table in the foyer or pick up a small 
group guide to learn more about each of 
our small groups. we want to help you 
grow together in faith.

lauderdale small group // dianne peck



rbcmen man food // april // adam freund

topstitchers // april

ridgekids spring program

young at heart // april



rbcmen man food // april // adam freund

topstitchers // april lauderdale small group 
// dianne peck



ridgekids spring program


