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BEAR
On Nov. 12, senior TB Lee Baker 
and his teammates will appear 
on the small screen as part of 
the Gateway television package. 
The Western Illinois game will 
appear on three networks, 
including FSN Midwest and Fox 
College Sports. 

 
10 It’s Missouri State’s inaugural Homecoming.
09 Saturn is going to make an appearance, and    
  you have the chance to catch a ride. 
08  Being part of the “Show Me State,” it’s our  
  obligation to show the Indiana State  
  Sycamores what 17,000 screaming fans will  
  do for the home team. 
07 You (& the free food) are what make 
  BearFest Village fun.

Countdown toHomecomingCountdown toHomecomingCountdown to

Offense comes to life

Bears hold their own at Arkansas, 
dominate Quincy at home
Bears hold their own at Arkansas, 
dominate Quincy at home
Bears hold their own at Arkansas, 

 As the grid Bears began the 2005 season, the pieces that Coach 
Randy Ball referred to in preseason began to fall into place: “With so 
many new faces at key positions, it may take us a while,” Ball said.
 For example, at tailback where Cody Pratt amassed more than 
1,000 all-purpose yards last year, four newcomers challenged each other 
for the starting position. And all four looked good in the early going.
 It’s been that way up and down the line, in the backfield, in the 
secondary and in almost every direction Ball points. 
  In short, it could just be a matter of gelling. “We may not have 
that many guys back who were regulars a year ago,” Ball says. “But we 
have a number of guys who were in for a lot of snaps last year ... and 
a number coming in who should make us better and deeper at most 
positions on both sides of the ball.”
 Among key returnees is I-AA All-America placekicker Jon Scifres. A 
year ago Scifres led the nation making all 15 of his field goal attempts. 
That was a new record – and gave the team its margin of victory in five 
of six wins. The skilled Scifres also handles the punting chores.
 Quarterback A.J. Porter, another returnee, played in every game in 
2004. However, by the time the 2005 season opened, Scott Carroll, a 
transfer from Purdue, was elevated to the top of the quarterback depth 
chart. Carroll, who joined the team for spring practice, improved 
steadily as he learned the system.
 Two of the four newcomers challenging returning tailback Brandon 
Taylor for Pratt’s old job are first cousins P.J. Ikner and Lee Baker, both 
Coffeyville Juco transfers. In the opener at the University of Arkansas, 
Ikner took a draw play for 86 yards and a touchdown, the fifth longest 
scoring run in school history. Not to be outdone, Baker, at home 
against Quincy, delivered a 55-yard punt return, which turned into one 
of seven touchdowns for the Bears.
 “We did a lot of things well,” Ball pointed out after the Arkansas 
loss. For example, down 28-3 at halftime, the Bears owned the third 
quarter, scoring two touchdowns to narrow the margin to 28-17 
heading into the final stanza.
 “Our young quarterback didn’t panic in the pocket and played 
very well throughout the game,” Ball says. “And our running backs, 
collectively, did a very good job.”
 On the debit side of the ledger, Ball said, “We have to improve our 
tackling and cut down on turnovers.”
 He stressed the bottom line, however: “We have a chance to be a 
very, very good football team,” which Quincy had a taste of as wide 
receiver Michael Sparks set a record 90-yard scoring pass, defensive 
tackle Deyontae Batiste recovered a fumble in the end zone and wide 
receiver Calvin Nealy scored on a 32-yard run.  
 For the record: In their very first game as Missouri State, Scifres 
kicked a 29-yard field goal for the first-ever Missouri State score and 
the first touchdown pass was from Carroll to Jeremy Nicholson, which 
also happened to be Nicholson’s first-ever collegiate touchdown. BT
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Senior tailback Lee Baker

By now you know Missouri State’s 
inaugural Homecoming weekend is Oct. 
28-29.  To further put you in the mood, 
here are 10 reasons why we’re looking 
for you at home this year.

06 Boomer wants to show you his new sportswear.
05 The Pride Marching Band is working on a  
  little somethin’ just for you.
 04 Commemorative mission patches are being  
  given to the first 10,000 attendees. 
03  You know how to put the “rrrrr” in “Bear.”     
 02 Football is best watched outside with a  
  friend. 
 01 Homecoming is going to be out of this world.



Join Coach Randy Ball, left, in the White River Room at Bass Pro 
Shops from noon to 1 p.m. each Wednesday during the football 
season for a behind-the-scenes look at gameday preparations. The 
Hemingway’s luncheon is $8 and also will feature a highlight video 
from the previous game with Coach Ball’s commentary. The public is 
invited to attend and questions are encouraged.

Every other Tuesday during volleyball season, Coach Melissa 
Stokes, right, will meet you for lunch at Ebbets Field, located at 1027 
E. Walnut in Springfield. Coach Stokes will spend the time talking 
about the upcoming schedule and what the season has produced 
thus far. Cost per luncheon depends on individual orders. The next 
luncheon is Oct. 11. The public is invited to attend and questions are 
encouraged. 

Many of the facility-related items taking place 
at our University these days are related to 
the name change from SMS to Missouri 

State University. Some aren’t, and we have a lot of changes going on at the 
present time in intercollegiate athletics.
 Athletics has been the beneficiary of some major gifts that have 
enabled us to start and to anticipate completion on some much-needed 
projects.
 Related to the name change, we have completed the painting of the 
playing field at Plaster Sports Complex, as well as to the main arena playing 
floor of Hammons Student Center to reflect the name and logo change to 
Missouri State.
 Knowing this work was coming about with passage of the name 
change bill in the Missouri General Assembly earlier this year, we were 
able to anticipate these two major painting projects. However, because we 
were unable to begin them before the name change took effect, we had to 
find windows of time when activity could be kept off the playing surfaces 
long enough for an outside painting contractor to come in and complete the 
jobs, including drying time.
 Additionally, as a result of major gifts received by the program, other 
exciting changes are taking place or are about to become reality.
 The addition of lights to our softball field is a need we have had for 
some time. Earlier this year, the late Bee Payne Stewart came to us with a 
gift of $90,000 to make these lights a reality.
 It is unfortunate that Mrs. Stewart passed away before the installation, 
but her family will know of our appreciation. The lights were installed the 
first week of school and a dedication will be held later this fall.
 Locker room enhancements for two sports which use facilities in 
Hammons Student Center has also been a priority. The volleyball locker 
room is being renovated, improving an area that’s been in use since the 
building opened in 1976. A new softball locker room is being built, marking 
the first time our softball team has had its own locker room. Both of these 
locker rooms will soon become reality, in part, because of a major gift from 
Chip McGeehan, a long-time friend of intercollegiate athletics and investor 
in women’s sports programs at Missouri State. Locker room improvements 
for these two sports mean that 19 of our 21 sports are now able to use 
facilities which have been put into place during the past 10 years.
 We also have had hopes of making one additional major improvement 
in Hammons Student Center, and thanks to a lead gift by Bill and Ann 
Turner and their children, Julie Brown and Joe Turner of Springfield, this 
now has a chance to become a reality.
 Each year, our men’s basketball, women’s basketball and volleyball 
teams try to share the main arena playing floor in Hammons Student 
Center for practice and competition time. The side gyms of Hammons 
Student Center have been used at various times by all three of these teams, 
but the courts have polyurethane floors which do not provide the same 
surface as the main arena.
 Last year, we planned to turn the East Court of Hammons Student 
Center into a practice gym, making the much-needed improvements, 
including lighting, a different playing surface and some additional 
enhancements in that part of the building. The Turner family has come 
forward with a lead gift of $150,000 for this project. This will enable us to 
put our current hardwood floor into the East Court as a practice floor, and 
we will purchase a new hardwood floor for the main arena. The additional 
enhancements in the East Court will take place as additional resources 
become available.
 Last but not least, the locker room project on the lower level of 
Hammons Student Center has included some renovations in the women’s 
coaches locker room.
 These continued improvements represent our efforts to get all 
our facilities in the best possible shape as we enter the Missouri State 
University era for Bear athletics.

Bill Rowe
Director of Athletics

Bear Talk

From the AD
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Never ceasing to excel: The Last SMS Garage Sale, which was 
held in conjunction with the meet the Bears scrimmage in August, 
netted $5,400 for Bears’ athletics. Cornerback Cedric Alvis, top left, 
is shown with a friend he met during the kids’ clinic, which was 
part of the final 2005 preseason scrimmage. 

The Volleyball Bears (including Erin O’Connor, top right) received 
the AVCA Academic Award for ending the 2004-05 academic year 
with a team GPA of 3.47. 

Coach Barry Hinson, above left, will be the target/honoree of the 
annual Missouri State Baseball Celebrity Roast Oct. 6. 

The first annual Jane A. Meyer Classic Evening with the Lady 
Bears, above right, on Oct. 13 will feature Michigan State Coach 
and 2005 Associated Press Coach of the Year, Joanne P. McCallie. 
Both events will be held at the University Convention Center.

Bear
Briefs
Bear

Briefs
Bear
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 Historically speaking, Coach Melissa Stokes’ Volleyball 
Bears can point to a significant milestone achieved the 
opening weekend of the new season.
 On Saturday, Aug. 27, they were the last SMS team to take 
part in an athletics contest (losing a close match to Kansas 
State).
 The very next day, on Sunday, Aug. 28, they became the 
first Missouri State University team to see action (beating 
Southeast Missouri in the final game of the Clarion Missouri 
State Invitational).
 All in all, it was an exciting weekend as the Bears began 
what they envision will be an eventful and productive 
campaign. Stokes and company are extremely optimistic.
 One of the reasons: solid senior leadership –  a commodity 
for which there is no substitute in intercollegiate athletics.
 “We’re extremely fortunate to have our four seniors,” 
Stokes says. “And all four are starters.”
 Her quartet of “solid seniors” includes Sabrina Apker, 
Ashley Warren, Katie Werges and Katie Kreimer.
 All were starters a year ago as Stokes’ Bears finished 23-10 
overall and 13-5 (tied for second place) in the Missouri Valley 
Conference.
 And if the Bears start this year’s MVC race the way they 
ended the season a year ago, fans are in for a treat. In the 
postseason tourney a year ago, the third-seeded Bears whipped 
Indiana State in the opener, dominated perennial league 
power Northern Iowa in the semis and lost the championship 
game to Wichita State in five games.
 And their only personnel loss from a year ago was libero 
Jane Parker. Otherwise, all six starters return.
 Warren, who in the middle of September was ranked 29th 
in the nation with 12.84 assists per game, earned first team 
MVC honors at setter last year. “Ashley is such an important 
weapon for us,” Stokes says. “She waited for her chance to be 

the main setter a year ago and took advantage of it.”
 Biggest strengths for the team a year ago was the middle 
blockers, led by Apker, who in September was ranked 20th in 
the nation with 1.63 blocks per game, and junior Sarah Lansing. 
Apker was all-MVC and ranked fourth in the NCAA in blocks. 
Stokes noted it will be a challenge for Apker to duplicate her play 
of a year ago, but “if teams key on us or any of our middles, it’s 
going to open up the outside.”

 Werges, second team all-MVC, keys the outside hitters. 
Kreimer, a regular on the right side the past three years, was an 
honorable-mention scholar-athlete last year and one of the team’s 
most versatile performers.
 While noting the strength of the returning starters, Stokes 
is quick to point out she has five freshmen who give the team a 
good balance. So good in fact, in September the team as a whole 
was ranked fifth in the nation with 19.47 digs per game and 26th 
with 14.97 assists per game.  
 As for the schedule, the Bears played some of the nation’s 
strongest teams in the early going, many of them nationally 
ranked. Seven of the first 12 matches were against teams that 
played in the 2004 NCAA tournament.
 The Bears are picked second behind Wichita State in the 
MVC race  – just ahead of Northern Iowa, Illinois State and 
Creighton.
 The Bears host Creighton (Oct. 28) and Drake (Oct. 29) 
during Homecoming weekend. BT

On Top of the (MVC) World
With team, players and fans in national rankings, Volleyball Bears work to be

If the Bears start this year’s MVC race the way they 
ended the season a year ago, fans are in for a treat. 

With a few exceptions, the Missouri State campus is the same as it was a year ago. However, somehow, it feels 

different. Helmets have new logos, jerseys have new graphics and Bears fans are eager to don their new sports-

wear and promote Missouri State whenever possible.  We urge you to join us in making Missouri State’s first 

season remarkable. Donate a football season ticket to the BAY program, join the Lady Bears in Mexico, force 

Homecoming 2005 to be Standing Room Only and plan now to participate in future opportunities to meet, greet 

and support the Bears. Photo by Tim Bippen

Sophomore outside hitter Jamie Adams has 

posted 20 digs this season, with seven being 

against Kansas and six being at Florida. 

The Volleyball Bears beat Illinois State 3-0 

to give Coach Melissa Stokes her 200th 

collegiate win on Sept. 17. Photo by Kevin White
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In the weeks leading up to Aug. 26, the 19th 
annual Auction Benefiting Athletics was 
deemed the final “SMS” party. With the name 
change becoming effective Aug. 28, organizers 
understood the importance of bringing the 
Southwest Missouri State athletics era to an 
honorable close, while ensuring Missouri State 
athletics a successful beginning. 
 As always, because of the support Missouri 
State athletics receives from our fans, we had 
no reason to worry.    
 We are grateful for those who helped make 
the Auction another success. Initial reports 
show approximately $135,000 was raised for 
the general athletics fund. Although the event’s 
purpose was to gain financial support for the 
Bears, we also hope you enjoyed the items 
available to be bid upon, including Chiefs 
tickets, Super Bowl tickets, Hawaii vacations, 
signed sports balls, fresh flowers for a year, 
baby bed packages and food. BT

Other means of support:
First Serve Committee
Composed entirely of volunteers, the volleyball 
booster club helps fans become involved through 
tailgating, meetings and volleyball events. Members 
receive a T-shirt and regular update emails from 
Coach Melissa Stokes. Contact Suzie Schenck at 
836-8384 for more information.

Football Booster Club
The football booster club works to bring community 
members, players’ parents and football alumni 
together to support each other, as well as players 
and program. In addition to tailgating at BearFest 
Village, the boosters provide financial support to the 
program. Members receive a T-shirt. Contact Fred 
Harle at 881-4408 for more information. 

Right: Bill O’Neill and Tom Singelton, holding an 

auction catalog, discuss items available in the 

Auction. Bottom left: An auctioneer with Billy 

Long Auctioneers, displays a framed image of the 

1960 World Champion Pittsburgh Pirates. Bottom 

right: Lady Bears coaches Kent Abrahamson and 

Stephanie Guidi speak with a supporter and fan of 

Bears athletics.  

Field Hockey
Plaster Field
 Sept. 30 vs. Kent State 11 a.m.
 Oct. 1 vs. Ohio 1 p.m.
 Oct. 3 vs. Saint Louis 7 p.m.

Football
Plaster Field
 Oct. 8 vs. Northern Iowa 2 p.m.
 Oct. 29 vs. Indiana State 1:30 p.m. 
 Nov. 5 vs. Illinois State  1 p.m.

Volleyball
Hammons Student Center
 Oct. 7 vs. Southern Illinois 7 p.m.
 Oct. 8 vs. Evansville 7 p.m.
 Oct. 28 vs. Creighton 7 p.m.

Bear
Watching
Bear

Watching
Bear

Men’s Soccer
Cooper Sports Complex
 Oct. 15 vs. Vanderbilt  7 p.m.
 Oct. 19 vs. Evansville 7 p.m.
 Oct. 25 vs. UMKC  7 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
Cooper Sports Complex
 Oct. 9 vs. Northern Iowa    1 p.m.
 Oct. 14 vs. Illinois State 7 p.m.
 Oct. 16 vs. Drake 1 p.m.

Stop by Baker Bookstore to pick up a free schedule card and 
poster and to purchase Missouri State sportswear for each 
of the fall sports.  

The final SMS 
party closes era of 
University history

The first season of Missouri 
State athletics is in full swing. 
Although the various campus 
sports teams have always 
strived for excellence, the 
2005-06 season demands a 
fierceness that can only come 
from support of passionate 
fans. Bring your family and 
friends, and let’s get ready to 
rumble. See you at the game!

Photo by Loyal AutersonPhoto by Nathan Papes

Photo by Nathan Papes
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Coach Lane Davis is becoming known for 
looking intently at the most minute of details 
when it comes to his women’s soccer squad. 
 “At this level, what makes the difference 
between success and failure is so small,” he says. 
“It’s finding those little things that make you 
successful. It could be 10 minutes shooting the 
ball after practice and having that shot come up 
in the game and nailing it for a score of 1-0.”
 What may be interesting to point out, though, 
is that Davis doesn’t have that attitude solely for 
his players. “These student-athletes put a lot of 
time and effort into representing our university,” 
he explains. “They are on the field, in the weight 
room, in class, trying to squeeze in family and 
friends. It’s a very demanding lifestyle.” Because 
of that, he believes, “the coaching staff should 
do the same, whether it’s me earning a license to 
make myself a better coach or making sure we 
recruit the best players we can to complement 
the players we already have or being tough on 
someone who isn’t doing what she’s supposed to 
academically.”
 In June, Davis spent 12 hours a day for 10 
days on the field at a licensing camp hosted by 
the USSF, the governing body of National teams. 
“It’s good because the coach becomes a player. 
It gets you back in the environment of being a 
student-athlete – when you walk off the field and 
you can barely function and things that didn’t 
hurt three days a go suddenly do.” Though it 
took a toll on his body, Davis completed the 
practice sessions, passed the test and was issued a 
“B” license. 
 Most important to his team, though, is that 
Davis believes in those he’s coaching. “It’s a 
program you can be competitive at,” he says. 
“The university is behind the program. There’s 
stability. There’s a proven track record, and we 
have a good group of student-athletes. I think 
they are going to be very successful.” 

Football wouldn’t be football without its 
rivalries: Chiefs vs. Broncos, Rams vs. Saints, 
Cowboys vs. anyone who isn’t the Cowboys. 
And oftentimes there isn’t any rhyme or 
reason to explain the history behind the 
aggressiveness and fight to win. However, this 
year’s match-up between Missouri State and 
Western Kentucky is a different story. For 
Coach Josh Gehring, it’s personal.

“I’ve never had the opportunity to coach for 
a place and then compete against the other team 
for whom I had previously coached,” he says, 
getting up from his chair to circle the date on his 
wall calendar. “But I can’t wait.”    

Gehring, who spent his college playing days at 
Ottawa (Kan.) University as a quarterback, wasn’t 
ready mentally for the game to be over once 
graduation came. Yet, even though he wanted 
to continue to play, as well as gain coaching 
experience, he had an inkling that professional 
American ball clubs weren’t going to call. So with 
the help of a former teammate, Gehring was 
able to secure a position playing and coaching in 
Swedish and Danish leagues. “I hadn’t even flown 
on a plane before, much less been to Europe,” 
the running backs coach says. “So the whole year 
of experience was about the culture and lifestyle. 
But the people I played with and coached for are 
who made the experience.”made the experience.”made
 In college, Gehring’s coaches exemplified the 

idea that football is much more than the next 
play. Overseas, Gehring learned first-hand what 
that meant. “For the first time in my life, I was in 
charge of 50 other guys. I learned rather quickly 
that in order to have influence over somebody, in 
order to lead somebody, you really need to build 
a personal relationship first.” 
 Before bringing that philosophy to Missouri 
State, Gehring made additional stops coaching 
at Columbia (Mo.) Rock Bridge High School, 
Manchester (Ind.) College and – Missouri State’s 
foe – Western Kentucky. 
 Which is perhaps why the mention of Oct. 15 
– the date pairing the Bears and the Hilltoppers 
– being Western Kentucky’s Homecoming makes 
the idea of a win even sweeter for Gehring. 
 “It’s the game I’m looking forward to the 
most,” he says. “There’s nothing I want more 
than to go to their place and win.”  

Two years ago, Coach James Huelskamp, a 
native of Omaha, Neb., and former diver on 
the University of Nebraska swim team, applied 
for the position of assistant swimming and 
diving coach at Nebraska. An interview was 
granted, but he was told he didn’t have enough 
collegiate coaching experience and was turned 
down. “I thought, ‘That’s that. I’m done.’” 
 What Huelskamp did have was enough 
coaching experience to be the only dive coach in 
an Omaha school district, where he oversaw all 
interested divers in four schools, and who – at the 
time of his move to Springfield – was coaching 
19 divers, as well as an age-group program. 
“For me, it was giving back to the sport I love,” 
Huelskamp, who was also named Men’s Diving 
Coach of the Year after his first season with 
Missouri State.
 However, Huelskamp couldn’t shake the 
nagging feeling that his days coaching were 
coming to an all-too-sudden end.
 “I enjoyed a long run of coaching,” he says. 
“So when I prayed about the upcoming changes, 
I felt it was time to step down and give it up.” 
But, he adds, “if by chance, something would 
come up, then it was meant to be.”
 And meant to be it was. “We started to leave,” 
Huelskamp recalls of his final house-hunting 
trip to Springfield. “We looked at five houses, 
narrowed them down to three, then two, but we 
weren’t sure. My wife had the paper, saw an ad by 
owner, read it, read it over. We called. No answer. 
So we drove by. As we pulled up, we said, ‘This is 
it.’ Four hours later, we signed the papers.” 
 Although the house was bought before jobs 
were found, Huelskamp knows he was being 
looked after. “It was a leap of faith,” he says. 
Within three weeks of closing, Missouri State 
called about a position Huelskamp had applied 
for in the maintenance department. Once hired, 
Huelskamp found himself talking to Coach Jack 
Steck, who allowed Huelskamp to volunteer with 
the team. Because of staff changes, Huelskamp is 
now an assistant coach. 
 “When I left Omaha, it was tough because 
I really loved it,” he says. “But I’ve been very 
blessed here.” BT

Lane Davis
Assistant Coach
Women’s Soccer

Josh Gehring
Assistant Coach
Football

James Huelskamp
Assistant Coach
Swimming & Diving

It’s a privilege to be a BearIt’s a privilege to be a Bear

New coaches at Missouri State
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KTXR Live Web Broadcasts
www.ktxrfm.com

The Growl Live Web Broadcasts
http://thegrowl.missouristate.edu/
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Missouri State Intercollegiate Athletics 
Mission Statement

(approved by the Board of Governors Oct. 1995, 
revised Nov. 1999, Dec. 2001, Oct. 2003)

Abridged Version
Missouri State University is committed to an intercollegiate athletics program which 
complements the mission of the University and operates in accordance with the principles 
and regulations of the National College Athletic Association. As a member of various athletics 
conferences, Missouri State is committed to academic and athletics excellence, sound fiscal 
management practices, enhancement of the physical and educational welfare of student-
athletes, equal opportunity, character development, principles of amateurism, as well as the 
fundamental values of sportsmanship, civility and the common virtue of good citizenship.

Missouri State
Athletics Development: 836-4143
Box Office: 836-7678 (or) 1-888-476-7849
Hammons Student Center: 836-5240
Plaster Sports Complex: 836-4640
Sports Information: 836-5402

www.MissouriStateBears.com
[The official homepage for Missouri State Intercollegiate Athletics] 

www.alumni.missouristate.edu/Homecoming.htm
[Provides up-to-date Homecoming 2005 information]

Additional Information
Gateway Football Conference: www.gatewayfootball.org
Missouri Valley Conference: www.mvc.org
National Collegiate Athletics Association: www.ncaa.org

KeepingInKeepingInKeepingTouchKeepingTouchKeeping

Bears’ offense turns up heat 
against opponents for First 

Season, page 1

VB retires SMS, welcomes 
Missouri State to the game, 

page 3

Auction impresses as final 
SMS event,

page 4

Good Morning, Missouri State: Members of the men’s basketball team were among 

the 7,000 party-goers who celebrated the name change into the wee hours of morning 

during Midnight Madness, Aug. 27 & 28. Limited edition commemorative pennants, 

upper right, are being given to fans at the first home game of each of Missouri State’s 

intercollegiate athletics events. And the Lady Bears, lower right,  have introduced 

Missouri State to the nation academically by being ranked sixth among NCAA 

Division I teams with a 3.425 GPA for the 2004-05 school year.   
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